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What this session covers

• What you can find in newspapers

• How to access TSLAC’s newspaper collections

• Other newspaper sources



Introduction

• What’s in a newspaper?

– News

– Feature articles

– Advertisements

– Editorials

– Announcements:

• Births, deaths, weddings, obituaries, accidents, and 
other events of significance



TSLAC Newspapers on Microfilm

• Our newspapers on microfilm listing shows reels that may be 
available to use in the Reference reading room or through 
interlibrary loan (ILL).

• In person use. Staff will orient you to the microfilm readers.
– To request a hold in advance of your visit, call 512-463-5455 or email 

ref@tsl.texas.gov with the specific newspaper title and date.

• Interlibrary loan. Not local to Austin? Ask your local library about 
the ILL program. TSLAC can loan up to five (5) microfilm reels from 
our collection to your library.

• TSLAC staff are unable to search newspapers on your behalf or 
provide you with scans or copies. If in person use or interlibrary 
loan do not meet your needs, consider contacting a private 
researcher.

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/abouttx/news.html
mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/researchers.html


TSLAC Original Newspapers

• Our original newspapers listing shows newspapers that are 
available to use in the Archives reading room.
– The listing above is organized alphabetically by newspaper title. 

To search the document, hold down the Ctrl and F keys on your 
keyboard, then enter your search terms.

• In person use. Staff will pull the newspaper issues for you.
– To request a hold in advance of your visit, email 

archinfo@tsl.texas.gov with the newspaper title, date, and box 
number as provided in the listing.

• TSLAC staff are unable to make copies or scans from our 
original newspapers. If you are unable to view the materials 
in person, consider contacting a private researcher.

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/sites/default/files/public/tslac/ref/workshops/Consolidated_Newspaper_Inventory.pdf
mailto:archinfo@tsl.texas.gov
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/researchers.html


Online Newspaper Subscriptions

• TSLAC subscribes to the Texas editions of 
Newspapers.com* and Newspaper Archive*. 
This includes all Texas newspapers available 
through these databases.

• Check with your local library about their 
newspaper subscription databases.

• Search tip: names can be misspelled.
Try alternate spellings, nicknames, initials, etc.

*available on site on the reading room computers



• Conduct a search or browse 
newspaper titles by location 
(in map view or list view).

• Use the tutorials to learn 
more about how to search.

Newspapers.com



Newspaper Archive

• Browse by location, date, or 
conduct a search for a 
name or keyword.

• Browse by city, newspaper 
title, and date.

• Use the Help link for 
tutorials.



Other Newspaper Sources

• The Portal to Texas History's Texas Digital 
Newspapers Program. Hosted by the University 
of North Texas, the Portal includes a collection of 
digitized newspapers that can be searched and 
narrowed down by county and time period.

• The Dolph Briscoe Center for American History's 
newspaper listings. Located at the University of 
Texas at Austin, this collection includes 
international, U.S., and Texas newspapers.

https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/TDNP/
http://www.cah.utexas.edu/research/newspapers.php


Other Newspaper Sources

• Worldcat.org. A catalog of library holdings worldwide, 
including libraries' holdings for specific newspaper 
titles.

• The Library of Congress' U.S. Newspaper Title 
Directory from 1690-Present. You can search the 
directory by state, county, and time period. Click on a 
newspaper title to see a listing of libraries that may 
have copies.

• Texas Press Association Newspaper Search. An online 
directory of Texas newspapers and their contact 
information. Current newspapers may have their 
own archives or back issues.

http://www.worldcat.org/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/
http://www.texaspress.com/newspaper-search-0


Other Newspaper Sources

• N. W. Ayer & Son newspaper directories. You can search by 
state and city, or browse alphabetically by newspaper title. 
The directories include details like: frequency, language, 
political affiliation, and notes on audience by religion or 
race.Early editions have been digitized through the Library 
of Congress and the University of North Texas. Copies in our 
collection are available for in person use and are described 
in our online catalog at:
– N. W. Ayer & Son's American newspaper annual: 1901 & 1908
– N. W. Ayer & Son's American newspaper annual and directory: 

1910-1928 (incomplete)
– N. W. Ayer & Son's directory of newspapers and 

periodicals: 1930-1965 (incomplete)

http://loc.gov/rr/news/news_research_tools/ayersdirectory.html
https://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/NPRS/browse/
http://tsla.sirsi.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=94780%7bCKEY%7d&searchfield1=GENERAL%5eSUBJECT%5eGENERAL%5e%5e&user_id=WEBSERVER
http://tsla.sirsi.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=99349%7bCKEY%7d&searchfield1=GENERAL%5eSUBJECT%5eGENERAL%5e%5e&user_id=WEBSERVER
http://tsla.sirsi.net/uhtbin/cgisirsi/x/0/0/57/5/0?searchdata1=94786%7bCKEY%7d&searchfield1=GENERAL%5eSUBJECT%5eGENERAL%5e%5e&user_id=WEBSERVER


Related Materials

• Genealogy Resources at TSLAC

• County Records on Microfilm

• City Directories

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/genfirst.html
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/local/index.html
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/citydirs.html


Hours of Operation: Monday – Friday, 8 am to 5 pm 
and Second Saturdays 9 am to 4 pm

Reading Room Hours: Monday – Friday, 8 am to 4:45 pm
and Second Saturdays 9 am to 3:45 pm

Texas State Library and Archives Commission
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, Texas 78701



Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)

Physical Address: 1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711

Phone: (512) 463-5455

Email: ref@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center

Physical Address: 650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575

Phone: (936) 336-8821

Email: SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov

Website: www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Contact Us

Like & Follow Us 

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov

